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The EuroHear Team comprises 25 European laboratories with expertise in genetics, biochemistry,
cell biology, development, physiology, biophysics, bioinformatics and medicine.
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Bringing 
the Genetic Basis 

of Deafness 
to Light 



Over 10% of the European population are hearing
impaired. This means that more than 40 million
people have difficulties in hearing.

When children are affected by hearing impairment
in early childhood, their educational performance
and cognitive development can be seriously impeded.
Adults can suffer from progressive deafness.
Presbycusis (hearing loss associated with aging) is
the most common disorder of the elderly population.
The handicap has a severe effect on affected 
individuals, as well as on those around them, as it

becomes a major impediment to daily life and can
seriously threaten personal autonomy. Progressive
withdrawal from social communication often
leads to depression. 

Untreated hearing loss is estimated to cost over 90
billion euros annually in the EU. Special education
required to accommodate the hearing impaired in
our society and loss of productivity accounts for a
substantial burden in economic costs.
Early identification of and intervention in hearing
impairment have proved to be cost effective.

Hearing impairment can occur at any age
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Sound Intensity

Normal conversation
Pedestrian-only street 
55 dB - 70 dB

Four-Engine jet 
160 dB

Hearing Impairment: A Growing Public Health Problem

Hearing impairment is the most frequent 
sensory deficit in the human population. 

Audible noise
1 dB

Walkman
Maximum level

100 dB

3 million
people cannot hear 
any sound below 80 to 100 dB




